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CHAPTER 74

EDWARD VII (1901-1910)
REFORMS OF THE LIBERAL PARTY

In 1901 Queen Victoria died. She had reigned for over
sixty years, and her reign had been one during which Great
Britain had made the most immense strides forward. The
Queen was herself a great personality, in a period which
was very rich in notable men and women. Perhaps her
greatest gift to her people was that she did create a definite
link through the Crown between the widespread terri-
tories which formed her Empire. She proved that Burke's
contention was true: " Kindred blood and common memo-
ries are ties which, though light as air, are yet as strong as
links of iron."

With the new century a fresh phase began. King Edzuard
VII succeeded his mother, and many of the chief persona-
lities of the reign now vanished. Lord Salisbury retired
from politics in 1902, Chamberlain in 1906. The Unionist
Party was hopelessly divided, and in 1905 the Liberals,
revivified by their battle for Free Trade, came into office
determined on a great policy of social reform (Note 153).

This was made inevitable by the advance in the organi-
zation of the working-classes, and by the spread of the new New
ideas.  The removal of social injustice was the theme of the Sons"
new Socialist Party, and the immense growth of Trade partie
Unionism and the formation of a Labour Party, clearly
challenged both Conservatives and Liberals.

The ministry which took office in 1905 was composed of
men whose abilities fitted them for the accomplishment of
what proved to be a minor revolution. Sir Henry Campbell-
Bannerman (Prime Minister, 1905-8), Asquith, Sir Edward
Grey, R. B. Haldane, David Lloyd George, were all con-
spicuous for brains and for energy.